Tears in the Reichstag
writer, Rene Schickele, spent the winter in Davos
fighting a nervous condition. The Swiss poet, Rudolf
Utzinger, used to join us in the Kursaal Cafe during
the sunny morning hours when we were permitted
to go outdoors.
It was good that I had had some rest, for the new
year was to add a new burden. The Socialist move-
ment had since 1924 published an illustrated maga-
zine for women of the labouring and middle classes
called Frauenwelt. The idea behind the periodical
was that women, having won the right to vote,
should be given an opportunity to acquire some
political and general culture. But there are many
hard-working housewives who dislike the daily news-
papers. They are not familiar with politics nor
very much interested. We felt, howrever, that they
would read a publication dealing \vith their daily
problems and offering also a glimpse of some of the
beautiful things of life, especially if such a magazine
had an attractive, artistic appearance. A man,
Dr. L., had been made the editor of the paper. After
a promising beginning, however, the enterprise started
to go downhill. Many complaints from women's
organizations appeared, and it was felt that the project
could be saved only by a fundamental change in the
editorial management. The party discussed the
problem for months but could not agree on a new
editor.
One day the two presidents of the party, Hermann
Miiller and Otto Wels, came to me for a talk, during
which they asked me to become the managing editor
of Frauenwelt. They said they knew I was a person
with strong political interests and convictions, but
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